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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Takahashi 
(US 2002/0136537). 

Regarding Claim 1: Takahashi et al. discloses a recording apparatus for recording 
digital audio/video signals on a removable rewritable disc like recording medium, the 
medium comprising a user area comprising user data represented by the digital 
audio/video signals, a table area comprising a defect table, the defect table comprising 
a list of addresses of defect areas in the user area and corresponding replacement 
areas on the medium, the defect areas identified as defective according to predefined 
defect management rules (paragraph 0009), the recording apparatus comprising input 
means for receiving the digital audio/video signals (paragraph 0097); recording means 
for recording the digital audio/video signals on the medium (paragraph 0014); reading 
means for reading digital audio/video signals recorded on the medium (paragraph 
0011); output means for outputting the digital audio/video signals read (paragraph 
0011); control means for controlling recording the digital audio/video signals. 
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characterized in that the control means are adapted to search the defect table for a 
replacement area address of a replacement area comprising the user data, to search 
the defect table for a defect area address of a defect area corresponding to the 
replacement area, to localize the replacement area according to the replacement area 
address, to localize the corresponding defect area according to the defect area address, 
to read the user data from the replacement area and to re-record the user data read in 
the defect area regardless of the defect management rules (paragraph 0011). 

Regarding Claim 2: Takahashi et al. discloses a recording apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, characterized in that the control means are adapted to collect re-recording 
information related to re-recording of the user data read in the defect area, to include 
the re-recording information in the defect table and to record the defect table in the table 
area (paragraph 0012). 

Regarding Claim 3: Takahashi et al. discloses a recording apparatus as claimed in 
claim 2, characterized in that the control means are adapted to read user data re- 
recorded in the defect area, to compare the user data read from the defect area with the 
user data read from the corresponding replacement area and to include results of 
comparing in the re-recording information (paragraph 0012). 

Regarding Claim 4: Takahashi et al. discloses a recording apparatus as claimed in 
claim 2, characterized in that the control means are adapted to use status bits in the 
defect table to include the re-recording information in the defect table (paragraph 
0012). 
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Regarding Claim 5: Takahashi et al. discloses a reading apparatus for reading digital 
audio/video signals from a removable rewritable disc like recording medium, the 
medium comprising a user area comprising user data represented by the digital 
audio/video signals, a table comprising a defect table, the defect table comprising a list 
of addresses of defect areas in the user area and corresponding replacement areas on 
the medium, the reading apparatus comprising reading means for reading digital 
audio/video signals recorded on the medium; output means for outputting the digital 
audio/video signals read (paragraph 0009); control means for controlling reading the 
digital audio/video signals, characterized in that the control means are adapted to 
monitor a speed of outputting the digital audio/video signals read (paragraph 0100), to 
read the defect table from the medium, to search the defect table for a replacement 
area address of a replacement area comprising the user data, to search the defect table 
for a defect area address of a defect area corresponding to the replacement area and to 
read the user data either from the replacement area or from the defect area 
corresponding to the replacement area in dependence on monitoring and speed 
requirements for the speed of outputting the digital audio/video signals read (paragraph 
0012 and 0100). 

Regarding Claim 6: Takahashi et al. discloses a reading apparatus as claimed in claim 
5, the defect table comprising re-recording information related to the user data in the 
defect area and the replacement area, the reading apparatus characterized in that the 
control means are adapted to read the user data either from the replacement area or 
from the defect area in dependence on the re-recording information (paragraph 0012). 
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Regarding Claim 7-10: Claim 7-10 are rejected for the same subject matter as claims 
2-4 respectively as discussed above. 

Regarding Claim 11-12: Claim 11-12 are rejected for the same subject matter as 
claims 5-6 respectively as discussed above. 

Regarding Claim 13: Claim 13 rejected for the same subject matter as claim 1 and 7 
discussed above. 

Regarding Claim 14: Claim 14 rejected for the same subject matter as claim 7 
discussed above. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL TEKLE whose telephone number is (571 )270- 
1117. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am to 5:00pm M-R and 7:30-4:00 
Every other Friday.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on 571-272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/564,533 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2621 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marsha D. Banks-Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



/Daniel Tekle/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



